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Tue Conference of Churches in Barnstable County, 
was formed at Chatham, October 28, 1828. No written 
Constitution was adopted, but the object of its forma- 
tion was, as seen by the records, “ ‘To promote, both in 
Ministers and Churches, an increase of Evangelical pi- 
ety.’ The object is essentially the same now, although 
some changes have been made in relation to its meetings 
and exercises. The following is the Constitution adopted 
at the last meeting : 


CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 
CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES IN BARNSTARLE COUNTY. 


ArticLe I. This Conference shall be called the Conference 
of Churches in Barnstable county. 

Articte II. This Conference shall consist of the pastors of 
the Evangelical Congregational Churches in the county, and 
one lay delegate from each Church that has a pastor, or two 
lay delegates from each Church that has no pastor, to be chosen 
semi-annually. 

Articxe IIf. Other ministers and lay brethren, who may 
be present at the meetings of this Conference, may be invited to 
sit as honorary members, and take part in the deliberations, but 
not to vote. 

ArticLteE IV. The object of this Conference shall be to pro- 
mote intercourse and harmony among the Churches of this 
county, and to produce a more extensive co-operation in every 
good work. 

ArticLe V. Each Church shall retain its individual rights 
and privileges; and no ecclesiastical power or authority shall 
ever be assumed by the Conference, or delegated to it, 
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Articte VI. This Conference shall hold two meetings in a 
year ; the first to commence on the first Tuesday of October, at 
4 o’clock, P. M. and continue two days, to be considered the 
annual meeting; and the second to commence on the Tuesday 
preceding the last Tuesday of April, at 1 0’clock, P. M.and con- 
tinue two and a half days, to be considered the semi-annual 
meeting. Each meeting to be opened with reading the Scrip- 
tures, singing, and prayer. 

ArticLe VII. The exercises of the Conference at the annual 
meeting shall consist, besides the ordinary business, of such 
religious services on the first day as the Conference may 
appoint at the time; and on the second day, of a report of the 
state of religion within its bounds, a pastoral address, and a 
sermon, by persons previously appointed, and the administra- 
tion of the Lord's Supper. At the semi-annual meeting, the 
exercises shall consist of the anniversaries of the various benev- 
olent Societies in the county, together with such devotional 
exercises as may he appointed at the time; the whole to close 
with a conference sermon and administration of the Lord’s 
Supper. 

Articte VITL. There shall be a Moderator, who shall pre- 
side at all the meetings of the Conference ; a Scribe, who shall 
keep a true record of all the doings of the Conference; and a 
Standing Committee of three, of which the Scribe shall be one, 
to arrange the exercises of the semi-annual meeting, superintend 
the publishing the doings of the Conference, and take charge of 
all monies belonging to it. These officers shall be chosen at 
each annual meeting, 

Articte IX. This Conference shall establish its own By- 
Laws, subject to alteration at future meetings, 

Articte X. No Church shall be eonsidered as connected 
with this Conference, which does not acknowledge this Con- 
stitution, and send delegates to its meetings; and any Church 
wishing to withdraw may do so by signifying the same to the 
Scribe in writing. 

Arricte XJ. This Conference may interchange friendly 
intercourse by delegation, with such other conferences as they 
think proper. 

Artricte XII. The funds of this Conference shall be raised 
by a contribution at each meeting, to be appropriated to defray - 
ing the expenses of the Conference. Should there be a surplus 
at any time, it shall be distributed among the benevolent So- 
cieties connected with the Conference. 

ArticLe XIII. This Constitution may be altered at the 
annual meetings of this body by a vate of two-thirds of the 
members present, 
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MINUTES OF THE CONFERENCE. 


The Conference held its semi-annual meeting at Or- 
leans, Wednesday, April 26, 1837, at 1 o’clock, P. M. 

The Moderator and Scribe not having arrived, Rev. 
Stephen Bailey, was chosen Moderator pro tem; and 
Rev. Charles S$. Adams, Scribe pro tem. 

The meeting was opened by reading the Scriptures, 
singing, and prayer by the moderator. 

Fifteen Churches were represented. 

The committee appointed at a previous meeting to pre- 
pare a Constitution for the Conference, reported that they 
had attended to that duty, and were ready to present what 
they had prepared. The report was accepted, and the 
Constitution, after having been read article by article, was 

-adopted. [See page 3.] 

The following officers were chosen for the ensuing 
year: 

Rev. STEPHEN BAILEY, Moderator. 

Rev. CHARLES S. ADAMS, Scribe. 


Rev. JOHN SANFORD, 


Standing Com- 
mittee. 


Rev. CHARLES S. ADAMS, 

Rev. WILLIAM MARCHANT, 

Voted, That Rev. Messrs. Sanford, Greenwcod, an 
Cobb, be a committee to prepare By-Laws for the Con- 
ference. 

Voted, That the Standing Committee prevoure and 


publish such a number of copies of the minut: of this 
Conference and reports of Benevolent Soci iis, «hose 
anniversaries are held at this time, as are neede f 1 suply 
the Churches in this county, and present ther Gist at 


the next meeting. 


The following Resolution was offered *. ‘ivy. A. 
Greenwood, seconded by Rev. A. Cobh: 
As the circulation of Religious Pusiiert eo) oatou- 


1* 
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Jated to check the progress of error, and advance the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, therefore 

Resolved, That the members of this conference will 
put forth greater efforts to circulate such publications 
within our borders. 

An interesting discussion of the subject took place, in 
which Rev. Dr. Cogswell, Sec’y Am. Ed. Soc., who was 
invited to sit as an honorary member, participated. The 
resolution passed. 


Voted, 'That the next annual meeting be held at Rev. 
Mr. Bailey’s, North Wellfleet. 

Voted, That Rev. Mr. Hooker be the preacher, and 
Rev. Mr. Cobb be his substitute. 

Voted, 'That Rev. Mr. Greenwood deliver the pastoral 
address. 

Voted, That Rev. Messrs. Adams, Bailey, and Cobb 
be a committee to report on the state of religion. 


The Conference Sermon was preached by Rev. Mr. 
Adams, from 2Cor.5: 14. <A collection was then taken 
up to defray the expense of publishing the minutes of the 
meeting, after which the Lord’s Supper was administered 
by Rev. Messrs. Briggs and Sanford. 

The conference continued its meetings till Friday, 4 
o’clock, P. M. Prayer meetings were held from 9 tll 
10 each morning ; and the various Benevolent Societies 
of the county held their anniversaries. 

Adjourned to meet at Wellfleet the first Tuesday in 
October, at 4 o’clock, P. M. 


CHARLES S. ADAMS, Scribe. 
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ANNIVERSARIES. 


oe 


SABBATH SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


Tre Annual Meeting of the Sabbath School Society 
of Barnstable County, was held at Orleans, April 26, 


. 1837, at2P.M. Rev. A. Cobb, President, in the 
' chair. The committee, appointed at a previous meeting 


for the purpose, reported a Constitution, which was unan- 


mously adopted. 


" 'The Secretary, Rev. D. D. Tappan, having removed 
from the county, there was no report. 

Rev. Phineas Fish, delivered an interesting discourse 
from Eph. 6:4. In the course of the meeting Rev. Mr. 
Hooker, of Falmouth, who was present as a deputation 
from the Mass. Sabbath School Society, addressed the 
meeting. 

The following officers were chosen for the ensuing 
year : 

Rev. PHINEAS FISH, President. 
Rev. ASAHEL COBB, Vice President. 
Rev. H. B. HOOKER, Secretary. 

Mr. OBED BROOKS, Jr., Treasurer. 


Rev. STILLMAN PRATT, 
Rev. Wm. MARCHANT, = > Managers. 
Rev. A. GREENWOOD, 


H. B. HOOKER, Secretary. 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 
SABBATH SCHOOL SOCIETY OF BARNSTABLE COUNTY. 


ArticLe I. This Society shall be known by the name of 
the Sabbath School Society of Barnstable County, auxiliary to 
the Massachusetts Sabbath School Society. Its objects are to 
strengthen the hands, and concentrate the efforts of the friends 
of Sabbath schools in this county—to encourage and increase 
the schools already formed, and to establish new ones wherever 
practicable. 

Arr. Il. The members of this society shall consist of those 
who compose the Conference of Churches in this county, and 
all others who contribute annually to the cause of Sabbath 
schools. 

Art. IIf. The business of this society shall be conducted 
by a Board of Managers consisting of a President, Vice Presi- 
dent, Secretary, ‘Treasurer, and three members, to be chosen 
annually. The Superintendents of Sabbath schools in the 
county shall be, ex-officio, members of the Board of Man- 
agers. 

Arr. IV. The annual meeting shall be held in April, in con- 
nection with the semi-annual conference, when the Board of 
Managers shall be chosen, and the Secretary’s and Treasurer’s 
report be presented. She Secretary’s report shall state the total 
number of schools, teachers, children, and adult scholars in the 
county, and such other information respecting them as he may 
be able to obtain. There may be such other exercises at the 
annual meeting as the Board may appoint. 

Art. V. The Managers shall have power to call special 
meetings of the Society, and to fill all vacancies in their own 
Board. They shall transmit to the Secretary of the Parent So- 
ciety a copy of the Constitution of this Society, with the names 
and residence ot the Officers, and a copy of each Annual Re- 
port. 

Art. VI. No alteration shall be made in this Constitution, 
except at the annual meeting, and with the concurrence of two 
thirds of the members present. 
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EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


Tue Education Society of Barnstable County, held its 
annual meeting at Orleans, April 27, 1837, at 10 0’clock, 
A.M. ‘The President and Vice President being absent, 

Rev. Mr. Sanford, one of the Directors, was called to the 
chair. Rev. Dr. Cogswell, Sec’y Am. Ed. Soc’y, was 
present, and delivered an interesting discourse from Isa. 

_6: 8, after which the reports of the Secretary and 'Treas- 
urer were read, and the following resolutions passed : 

By Rev. S. Williams, seconded by Rev. N. Cogs- 
well, 

Resolved, 'That the report of the Secretary be accept- 
ed, and published under the direction of the Standing 

Committee of the Conference. 

By Mr. Peet, member of the Theological Seminary, 
Andover, seconded by Rev. Mr. Adams, 

Resolved, 'That the Churches in this county have cause 

__ for gratitude to the Great Head of the Church for the priv 
- ilege afforded them the past winter of contributing liber- 
ally to the cause of the American Education Society. 

These resolutions were sustained by appropriate re- 
marks. 

Voted, 'To accept the report of the Treasurer. 

The following officers were chosen for the year ensu- 
ing : 

Hon. ELIJAH DOANE, President. | 

WILLIAM FESSENDEN, Esg., V. President, 

Rev. CHARLES S. ADAMS, Secretary. 

Dea. JOSEPH WHITE, Treasurer. 


Rev. JOHN SANFORD, 
Rev. CALEB KIMBALL, § Directors. 
Rev. JOHN A, VINTON, 


Adjourned, CHARLES S. ADAMS, Sec’y. 


‘ 
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SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 
EDUCATION SOCIETY OF BARNSTABLE COUNTY — APRIL 27, 1837, 


| 
k 
To the believer, who longs and prays for the complete tri- 
umph of the Gospel on earth, there cannot be a more distressing 
sight than the moral wastes of the world. He surveys his im- 
mediate vicinity, and within the county in which he resides, 
perhaps, there are two or three Churches destitute of pastors, 
and as many thousand people deprived of the preaching of the 
Gospel. As he extends his view the waste places increase, till | 
Within the compass ofa single State, containing a population of 
1,000,000, he finds not more than 500 well qualified ministers | — 
of the Gospel, leaving one half of the entire population, (sup- 
posing each minister to have the care of 1,000 souls,) destitute 
of the proper means of grace. He next extends his eye over 
this whole land, and sees a population of 15,000,000, with only 
about 10,000 ministers of all evangelical denominations. He 
sees 4000 Churches destitute of settled pastors, and 6,000,000 of 
souls destitute of an evangelical ministry. He then turns his 


eye over the world, to find, if possible, some brighter scene, 
But he finds no country on earth enjoying more ot the light and 


blessings of the Gospel than this, while some countries are 
wholly given to idolatry, and 600,000,000 out of the 800,000,000 
who inhabit the globe, are yet to be enlightened by the rays of 
the Sun of Righteousness. Nor is the fact, that they are des- 
titute of the light of the Gospel, the only one which makes the 
scene so appalling. ‘The dark places of the earth are full of the 
habitations of cruelty. Ignorance, superstition, idolatry, infi- 
delity, and wickedness of every description spring up and thrive 
luxuriantly in the absence of the Gospel. His heart sickens at 
the sight, and dies within him, while he views such immense 
multitudes of immortal souls rushing on to eternity under such 
circumstances. Countless millions he knows have already gone 
there without the knowledge of a Savior, and countless millions 
more will follow on in their footsteps unless the Gospel can be 
reached to them. But when he looks for the men who shall 
bear the glad tidings of salvation to them, he is constrained to 
exclaim in the language of the Lord to the prophet, “ Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us ? ” 
This in fact is the great demand which the Lord is making 
upon his Churches at the present day, and this should be the 
great inquiry with them,—Where are the men to be found to 


} 
IN BARNSTABLE COUNTY. 1h 


occupy these waste places of the earth? No true believer 
: doubts that God will fulfil his promise, and give to Christ the 
. heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for his possession ; nor can he duubt, that the preaching of the 
Gospel is the grand means by which the conversion of the 
world to Christ is to be accomplished. He cannot doubt that 
. the way is prepared for the extensive spread of the Gospel in 
4 heathen lands. The declaration of our Savior to his disciples 
is emphatically true at the present day, “ Behold, I say unto you, 
lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, for they are white al- 
ready to harvest.” Neither can he doubt, that the Church will 
furnish the means to send out and support any number of mis- 
sionaries that can be procured. We do not, in urging upon the 
Churches the claims of the American Education Society, as 
fundamental to all their benevolent operations, retard the opera- 
tions of Missionary Societies; but on the contrary furnish a 
stimulus and encouragement to greater exertion. Throw upon 
the Missionary Societies a thousand well qualified preachers of 
the Gospel, whose hearts glow with love to Christ, and yearn 
over the miseries of a dying world; who are ready to go to 
earth’s remotest bounds to publish his Gospel, and who are 
saying, “ Here am I, send me;” and would their appeal to the 
Church for means to send them forth be in vain? No! “Tell 
it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon ; lest the 
daughters of the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the 
uncircumcised triumph.” No! The Church redeemed by tlie 
blood of Christ will not refuse it—the Church engraven on the 
palms of his hands will not refuse it—the Church that prays for 
the conversion of the world will not refuse it. 

But suppose the Church pours into the treasury of the 
Missionary, Bible, Tract, and other benevolent Societies 
her millions of dollars, and leave the American Education 
Society to struggle on under her present embarrassment :— 
or to dismiss her beneficiaries, by telling them we can afford 
you no more assistance. You must give up your hopes 
of bearing the message of the Gospel to the heathen world, 
and employ your talents in some other occupation, Would 
this be wise? Would this be the most effectual way to ad- 
vance the kingdom of Christ? Would nota large portion of 
the funds of the Missionary Society lie in their treasury unem- 
ployed, and their cry be whom shall we send, and who shall go 
for us? 

Do we, then, speak unadvisedly when we say, that one of the 
most important subjects which should now absorb the attention 
of the Church, is that of furnishing well qualified laborers for 
the vineyard of the Lord? The world needs five hundred 
thousand ministers at the present time, and this number will 
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increase with the increasing population of the globe. They 
must be furnished by the Church too, and she should never rest 
satisfied till she bas furnished them; for she may not Jook for 
the conversion of the world without them. “Your Bible So- 
ciety,” says a certain writer, “may carry its recent heavenly 
resolution into effect; your Tract Society may accomplish its 
uo less benevolent designs; they both may plant their deposito- 
ries on every shore, in every city, in every town, from whence 
shall go forth over all lands their leaves of salvation. Your 
Sabbath School Society may plant its nurseries of religious in- 
struction in every Church and neighborhood on earth; your 
Scaman’s Friend Society may hoist their flag}in every port, 
which shall direct the weather-beaten sailor to the haven of 
eternal rest; they may fill every library, every cabin and berth 
even, of every vessel that ploughs the mighty deep with Bibles 
and ‘Tracts. But what will all this avail, unless these means are 
accompanied with men full of the Holy Ghost and of prayer, 
aud able to preach the Gospel, which is ordained of Heaven to 
be the power and wisdom of God unto salvation?” If, then, 
this is the means ordained of God for the conversion of the 
world, it is the imperious duty of the Church to furnish minis- 
ters cnough to preach the Gospel to every creature. But does 
the number she has furnished bear any proportion to the wants 
of the world? When we look atsix hundred millions of perish- 
ing souls without the Gospel and the little band of missionaries 
that have as yet gone forth, we are compelled to exclaim, what 
are these among so many? And when, at the rate at which she 
is now furnishing them, will the world be converted? She be- 
lieves that the world is tobe wrested from the dominion of Satan 
and subjected to the Prince of Peace; but has she sat down to 
consider, whether with an army of ten thousand she shall be 
able to meet him that cometh with twenty thousand. Or rather, 
whether she shall be able with a few hundred missionaries to 
demolish all the strong holds of Satan, and plant the standard 
of the Cross on every portion of the globe ? 

Let it he remembered, then, that the world ean never be con- 
verted ull the number of well qualified ministers is greatly 
increased, And this number will never be adequate to the 
work, till our Education Societies are better sustained,—till our 
pious and talented young men in our Churches are sought out 
and brought forward, and educated for the ministry,—till each 
Church feels its responsibility to furnish its full proportion of 
nen and means to accomplish this great end,—till every father 
and mother in the Church considers, in view of the solemn ac- 
count they must give to God, whether they have no sons whom’ 
they should dedicate to him, as heralds of the Cross of Christ. 

We are happy to state, on this second anniversary of the 
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Barnstable County Education Society, that the Churches con- 
nected with us, have during the year past done well in contribu- 
ting of their substance for the education of pious indigent young 
men for the Gospel ministry. For several years previous very 
little was raised for this purpose, owing principally to the want 
of an efficient Agent to visit the Churches and present the sub- 
jecttothem. During the past winter, Rev. Ansel Nash, General 
Agent of the American Education Society, visited most of the 
Churches in this county. It is due to them to say, that he was 
very cordially received, and the cause he plead was very liberally 
patronized by them. Five hundred and seven dollars and fifty 
cents have been raised in this county during the past year. A 
few of the Churches were not visited by the General Agent, for 
special reasons, and your Secretary was applied to to visit them 
and present the subject previous to this meeting. He can only 
say that he has attended to that duty. 

The sum raised during the year past, compared with what 
the Churches have done in previous years, shows the importance 
of an efficient agency. The time, indeed, will come when 
Churches will act so systematically, and so much from prin- 
ciple, that an agency will not be needed; but at present the 
cause cannot be sustained without it. The times in which we 
live are times of excitement, and Christians generally feel that 
they can do but little in the cause of benevolence unless their 
feelings are wrought upon by exciting causes. But it should 
notbe so. This is making our feelings, instead of the fixed and 
holy principles of the Gospel, the standard of action. Whena 
more enlightened and deeper-toned piety pervades our Churches, 
such as must and will pervade them before the world is con- 
verted, then will every department of religions benevolence be 
sustained without an agency; and Christians, acting from the 
holy principles of the Gospel, will as uniformly and as heartily 
contribute to benevolent objects, as they provide for their daily 
sustenance. It will be their meat and their drink to do the 
will of their Heavenly Father. When holiness to the Lord, 
is inscribed on every thing which the Christian possesses, there 
will be no want of means to sustain the cause of Christ. In 
proportion as the Christian possesses this spirit he will give and 
continue to give till his dying day as the Lord has given him 
ability. Holiness is a principle which acts uniformly, constant- 
ly, consistently, and cheerfully. When our Churches come to 
act from this high and heavenly principle, the world will soon 
be converted to Christ. May the Lord hasten it in his time. 


CHARLES S. ADAMS, Secretary. 
2 
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A Historical Sketch of the American Education Society, 
PREPARED BY REV. DR. COGSWELL, COR. SECRETARY. 


The officers of this Society are the following :—Hon. Samuel 
Hubbard, LL.D., President ; William Bartlett, Esq., Vice Pres- 
ident; Won. William Reed, and twenty-seven other Honorary 
Vice Presidents in different parts of the United States; Rev. 
William Cogswell, D. D., Secretary; Hardy Ropes, Esq., 
Treasurer; and Hon. Pliny Cutler, Auditor. Rev. Abiel 
Holmes, D. D., LL. D., Rev. Brown Emerson, D. D., Rev. 
Warren Fay, D. D., John Tappan, Esq., Arthur Tappan, Esq., 
Hon. Samuel 'T. Armstrong, Rev. John Codman, D. D., Rev. 
William Cogswell, D. D., Rev. Ralph Emerson, D. D., Rev. 
William Patton, D. D., and Rev. William Jenks, D. D., Di- 
rectors. 

This Society was instituted at Boston, in August, 1815, and 
was incorporated by an act of the Legislature of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, December, 1816. Its object is to edu- 
cate pious indigent young men for the Gospel ministry ; and it 
owes its origin to the great and increasing demand for pious and 
learned ministers. The first principal officers of the Society 
were His Honor William Phillips, President; Rev. John Cod- 
man, D. D., Secretary; Aaron P. Cleveland, Esq., Treasurer, 
and Rev. Asa Eaton, D. D., Clerk of the Board of Directors. 
The Society is national in its character; and it has bestowed 
its patronage upon young men from all parts of the United 
States, whose qualifications have been suitable, belonging to the 
following denominations, viz. Congregationalists, Presbyterians, 
Baptists, Episcopalians, Methodists, Lutherans, and Dutch Re- 
formed; though most of its beneficiaries have been from the 
Congregationalists and Presbyterians. 

The method of rendering assistance is by loans. An obliga- 
tion,is taken to refund with interest after five years subsequent 
to the completion of the beneficiary’s education, and his en- 
trance upon the active duties of his profession. The notes, 


however, of foreign and domestic missionaries, and of ministers ° 


settled over feeble Churches, may be cancelled at the discretion 
of the Board of Directors. No student in any stage of study 
receives more than seventy-five dollars per annum. 

During the first years of the existence of the Society, very 
little agency was employed to advance its interests, and conse- 
quently, but little progress was made in its operations. Since 
October 12, 1825, there has been a Secretary and General 
Agent, who has devoted his whole time to the services of the 


we 
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Society. The first agent of this kind appointed by the Society 
was the Rev. Joseph Harvey, D. D., of Goshen, Ct. He re- 
mained, on account of ill health, in the service of the Society 
but a short time. On his resignation, the Rev. Elias Cornelius, 
D. D., of Salem, Mass. was appointed to succeed him; and on 
the appointment of the Rev. Dr, Cornelius to the office of Sec- 
retary of the American Board of Commissioners of Foreign 
Missions, the Rev. William Cogswell, D. D. was elected to fill 
his place. As the institution has been extended in its opera- 
tions, other agents have been employed to labor in its behalf. 

Tie Board of Directors established a Committee of Agency 
of their own members, as early as January 13, 1819. January 
9, 1828, the name of this Committee was changed and its 
powers enlarged. It was called the Executive Committee, and 
invested with authority to act in behalf of the Directors, during 
the interim of the Quarterly Sessions of the Board. May 28, 
1827, a Financial Committée was established for the purpose of 
superintending and managing the funds of the Society. 

For the first ten years, the Society operated in different parts 
of the United States, in a loose, irregular, and desultory manner, 
Societies and associations auxiliary to it were formed in various 
places of the land. Since then, it has, from time to time, he- 
come more systematic in its operations, In 1826 and 1827, 
Education Societies, which had been formed in Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut, and New York, (the latter 
extending over the States of New York, New Jersey, and Penn- 
sylvania,) became connected with the American Fducation 
Society as branches. In 1829 and 1830, branch societies were 
formed for Illinois, Indiana, and that part of Ohio called the 
Western Reserve. In 1829 also, an agency was established at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1831, agencies were established in East 
and West Tennessee, at Utica, N. Y. in 1833, and at Philadel- 
phia in 1834. In 1830, an Auxiliary Society was formed for 
Rhode Island. Since 1829, county auxiliaries have been 
formed in most of the counties in the States of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut, and Massachusetts. It 
should be observed, however, that previously to 1818, four 
county societies had been formed within the bounds of Massa- 
chusetts. July 13, 1831, the Presbyterian branch was re-organ- 
ized and greatly extended in its operations. 

The plan of pastoral supervision of the beneficiaries was 
early adopted, and in some measure carried into execution. 
Persons were specially appointed to visit the young men for 
this purpose. Since 1826, this service has been more fully per- 
formed, and been attended with happy effects on the beneficia- 
ries and the cause generally. The object, as expressed in a rule 
of the Society, is thusstated :—“ The Secretary shall be required 
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to exercise, so far as he shall be able, pastoral supervision over 
all who are under the patronage of the Society, by visiting them 
at the places where they reside, and conversing and praying 
with them individually and collectively ; corresponding with 
them and their instructers, and by other means calculated to 
excite them to effort, and to encourage them to seek an elevated 
spirit of piety.” 

The receipts of the Society from year to year, as appears by 
the annual reports, are as follows, viz. :— 


1816, $5,714 1827, $33,094 
1817, 6,436 1828, 31,591 
1818, 5,971 1829, 30,084 
1819, 19,330 1830, 30,710 
1820, 15,148 1831, 40,450 
1821, 13,108 1832, 42,030 
1822, 15,940 1833, 47,836 
1823, 11,545 1834, 57,818 
1824, 9,454 1835, 83,062 
1826, 16,596 1836, 63,227 
1837, 65,575 


—making $644,719. It appears by the above statement, that a 
greater sum of money has been received during the last five 
years than during the fifteen preceding years, 

The results of the Society have been as follows. It has 
assisted since its furmation more than twenty-seven hundred 


young men. ‘The number aided in each succeeding year, from ~ 


1816 to 1837, is as follows: 7, 138, 140, 161, 172, 205, 195, 216, 
198, 225, 156, 300, 404, 524, 604, 673, 807, 912, 1,040, 1,040, and 
1,123. Of those who received aid from the funds of the Society 
during the last year, 223 were connected with seventeen theo- 
logical seminaries, 507 with thirty-five colleges, 310 with 107 
academical and public schools: making in all 1040 young men 
connected with 159 institutions. About 1000 individuals who 
have received its patronage, have already entered the Christian 
ministry, sixty of whom have gone forth as missionaries to the 
heathen. 

The whole amount which has been refunded by former bene- 


ficiaries, is as follows; during the eleven years preceding 
April 30, 


826, $339,60 1832, $1,312.77 
in 1897, 90,00 1833, 2113,27 
1828, 864,22 1834, 1,947,78 
1829, 830,91 1835, 2.957,14 
1830,  1,007,84 1836, 4,332.53 
1831, 2,647,638 1837, 7,644,10 


making $26,087,79, 
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The sum of earnings by the beneficiaries for labor and school 
keeping, reported from year to year, for the last ten years, is as 
follows, viz. :— 


1827, $4000 1832, $15,568 
1828, 5,149 1833, 20,611 
1829, 8,728 1834, 26,268 
1830, 11,010 1835, 99,829 
1831, 11,460 1836, 33,502 

837, 39,570 


The whole amount is $205,695. 


In 1827, the Society established a periodical, which is now 
called the American Quarterly Register. It contains a great 
mass of literary and ecclesiastical statistics, and various treatises 
relating to education and the Christian ministry. 


-- 


DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


~ The Domestic Missionary Society of Barnstable Coun- 
ty, held its annual meeting in connection with the Con- 
ference of Churches, at Orleans, April 27, 1837, at 2 
oclock, P. M. Rev. P. Fish, President, took the 
chair. Rev. A. Cobb was chosen Secretary pro tem.— 
There was no report, the Secretary, Rev. J. Bent, having 
removed from the county. 

An interesting sermon was preached by Rev. Mr. 
Hooker, of Falmouth, from Prov. 14:34. “ Righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation.” , 

The following resolution was offered by Rev. E. Pratt, 
with remarks: | 

Resolved, That our Home and Domestic Missionary 
Society, is of general, and individual, and broad and deep 
interest to the Churches in this county. It is like, or is 
in fact a mutual insurance company. 

The following resolution was offered by Rev. A. Green- 
wood, with remarks, and seconded by Dr. Cogswell, and 
followed with remarks : 


Resolved, That the American Home Missionary So- 
9 * 
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ciety is entitled to more fervant prayers, and to heavier 
contributions to encourage them in their efforts to supply 
the destitute in our own land with a preached Gospel. | 

The following resolution was offered by Rev. C. S. 
Adams : 

Resolved, That it is a source of regret that no more 
has been raised by this society the past year for Domestic 
Missions ; and that, relying on divine providence, we will 
raise six hundred dollars the ensuing year. 


OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY. 
Rev. PHINEAS FISH, President. 
Dea. BRADDOCK DIMMICK, V. President. 
Rev. JOHN A. VINTON, Secretary. 
Rev. NATHANIEL COGSWELL, Treasurer. 
Dea. JOSEPH WHITE, Auditor. 


Adjourned. A. COBB, Sec’y pro tem. 
—— 


SEAMAN’S FRIEND SOCIETY. 


Orleans, April 27, 1837. 

The Barnstable County Seaman’s Friend Society, held 
its first anniversary at 7 o’clock, P. M. Rev. E. Pratt, 
President, in the chair. 

After adopting a Constitvtion the following officers 
were chosen for the ensuing year: 

President. Rev. ENOCH PRATT. 

Vice Presidents. Capt. JOSHUA DOANE, 

Capt. WALTER CROCKER. © 
Secretary. Rev. STILLMAN PRATT. 
Treasurer. WILLIAM MYRICK, Esq. 
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A sermon was then preached by the Rev. A. Cobb.— 
After which a report was read by the Secretary, and the 
following resolutions presented : 

1. Resolved, 'That the cause of Seamen holds such a 
place in the conversion of the world, as to demand the 
highest effort for its advancement. 

This resolution was presented and sustained by some 

‘very spirited and appropriate remarks from Mr. Thatch- 
er Thayer, of Andover ‘Theological Seminary. 

2. Resolved, 'That sailing on the Sabbath is a breach of 

_ the Fourth Commandment, and every proper exertion 
ought to be made to discourage and prevent it. 

Presented and sustained by the Rev. Charles S. 
Adams. 

3. Resolved, ‘That no part of our own great commu- 
‘nity ought to exhibit a deeper interest in the cause of 

_ Seamen than the people of this county. 

Presented and sustained by Rev. E. Pratt. 

4. Resolved, That there still remain obstacles to the 
Seaman’s improvement which demand the concentrated 
influence of the Church of Christ. 

Presented and sustained by Rev. Mr. Williams. 


Adjourned. = © STILLMAN PRATT, Sec’y. 


Report of the Barnstable County Seaman’s Friend 
Society. 


This Society was organized at Harwich in the spring of 1836. 
Its object is to co-operate with the National Society in promo- 
ting the temporal and spiritual good of seamen, particularly 
those within our own limits. The propriety and importance of 
such an institution will not be doubted, when it is remembered 
that a great proportion of the population of this county are 
seamen. The number cannot be definitely stated. A general 
estimate has however been made. It has been ascertained that 
there are 500 seamen in Harwich. If we suppose the propor- 
tion to be the same in Dennis, Chatham, Orleans, Wellfleet, 
Truro, and Provincetown, then we have in these seven towns 
2843. If we suppose the other six towns to have a proportion 
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half'as great, the whole number of seamen in the county will 
amount to 4316. 

This number of seamen dwell within our own borders. 
Christian benevolence, however, leads us to seek not only their 
good but also that of the two millions who are dispersed over 
the globe. 


MORALS AND RELIGION. 


It is believed that the great majority of our seamen have 
adopted the principle of total abstinence from ardent spirit and 
now give their decided testimony against it. It is to be deeply 
regretted that any should still let their taste triumph over their 
judgment in the use of an article, which experience has shown 
to be unnecessary and greatly injurious to all classes of society. 

While a good degree of attention is paid to the Sabbath by 
many of our friends on the deep, still it is to be feared that a dis- 
position to encroach upon holy time, is becoming, of late, in- 
creasingly prevalent. 

It is a cheering fact that the recent revivals among us have 
increased the number of those who like the fishermen of Ti- 
berias have forsaken all to follow the Lord Jesus. 

From nearly all the towns so far as my knowledge extends, 
there are some vessels on board of which religious devotions 
are maintained when circumstances permit. From Truro it 
is believed there are ten such vessels, and from Wellfleet 
twenty. 

There are in some of the towns in the county more than one 
hundred seamen who profess religion, 

Recent intelligence has been received of a revival on board a 
whale ship from Falmouth, while on her way to the Pacific,— 
several of the crew experienced hopes ofa change of heart. 

These facts, however, exhibit the brightest side of the picture. 
The seamen of the Capes are by far the most favored class on 
the earth. And when we look abroad we find that the abun- 
dance of the sea is not yet converted to God. 


AUXILIARIES. 


The first Seaman’s Friend Society formed in this county was 
at Falmouth. Whether this is now in operation or not is un- 
known. In Harwich, Orleans, and North Wellfleet, auxiliaries 
have been organized which bid fair to be useful. It is to be 
hoped that others will be formed through the county. Beside 
the many other advantages which would result from them, their 
reports would be of much service in making out a general - 


Report. 
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AGENCY. 


In accordance with a vote twice passed by this conference, 
recommending that collections should be taken up for the cause 
of seamen annually during the month of February, the Rev.S. 
Chapin labored with us successfully a few weeks last winter. 
He gives the following statements as the result of his agency in 
Barnstable county. 

The amount of money secured was :— 


In North Falmouth, $15 67 
In East Falmouth, (including one life 
member,) | 39 38 


In Falmouth Village, (including one life 
member ; also prospectively another 
life member, anda Bethel Flag for 
the use of one of the chaplains of A. 


S. F. Socicty, 44 64 
In Yarmouth, 12 20 
In North Dennis, 6 60 
In Brewster, 7 20 
In Orleans, to make Rev. S. Pratt Life 

Director, 50 00 
In North Wellfleet, to make Rev. S. Bailey 

Life Director, 50 00 
In Truro, in part to make Rey. C. Boyter, 

life member, 14 20 
In Provincetown, 4 43 


In Sandwich, to make Rev. A. Cobb, Life 
Director, (also prospectively a life 


member, ) 51 20 
In Monument, in part to make Rev. A. 

Patten life member, 6 45 
Also another life member, 20 00 


Whole amount collected and transmitted, $331 97 * 


Fifty-seven subscribers for the Sailor’s Magazine were also 
obtained by this Agent. 

I feel constrained to observe, (says the Rev. Mr. Chapin in 
his concluding remarks,) that I saw nothing on the Cape more 
to be lamented than the want of a disposition to take and read 
the good publications of the day, unless I except the ercessive 
use of tobacco. On the subject of the disuse of ardent spirit I 


* Fight dollars have since been transmitted from Harwich, and $16 10 
expended for seamen by the Society in that place—making the whole 
amount raised in the county, $355 97. 
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was highly gratified. On this point Barnstable county is en- 
titled to much credit. 

Irom the success which has attended the efforts of this So- 
ciety during the first year of its existence, we are disposed to 
thank God and take courage. We believe that the promise of 
Jehovah shall be fulfilled. Jesus shall see of the travail of bis 
soul and be satisfied. And we know that without the co-opera- 
tion of seamen nothing permanent can be accomplished towards 
the conversion of the world. Our Missionaries may indeed go 
forth and erect the fair fabric of Christianity in the isles of the 
ocean, and then the trumpet of fame may blow a knowledge of 
it round the globe that a nation has been born ina day—soon a 
few sailors go thither, and with the assistance of ardent spirit, 
scatter its fragments to the wind. Would we bombard and 
batter down the very citadel of Satan ?—Convert the seamen. 
Would we see the Dagons, Juggernauts, and Molochs, tum- 
bling to the earth ?—Convert the seamen. Would we drive 
destruction’s ploughshare beneath the very foundations of every 
idolatrous temple ?—We must convert the seamen, 

STILLMAN PRATT, Secretary. 


FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. ' 


The thirteenth annual meeting of the Auxiliary Foreign 
Missionary Society of Barnstable county, was held at Or- 
leans, on Friday, April 28, 1837, at 10 o’clock, A. M., 
the President, Rev. John Sanford in the chair. The an- 
nual sermon was preached by Rev. Mr. Bird, Missionary 
from Syria, from Acts 16: 9— There stood aman of Mace- 
donia and prayed him, saying, come over into Macedonia 
and help us. Rev. Mr. Bardwell, General Agent of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
then addressed the meeting in relation to the present op- 
erations and future prospects of the Board. 

The reports of the Secretary and Treasurer were read 
and accepted. 

A committee was appointed, consisting of Rev. Messrs. 
©. Pratt, E. Pratt, and C. S. Adams, to confer with Mr, 
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Peet, a member of the Theological Seminary, Andover, who 


_ was present, relative to his becoming the Missionary of 


the Churches in the place of the late lamented Munson. 
The committee subsequently reported, that they had con- 
ferred with Mr. Peet, and found that he had been accept- 
ed by the Board, and was recommended by them to us; 
that he would complete his studies at the Seminary in 
August next, and be ready ina year from that time to 
leave the country for such foreign missionary station as the 
Board should appoint; and that in the meantime’ he 
would visit all the Churches in the county. Mr. Peet 
was willing under. these circumstances to become our 
Missionary. The report of the committee was ac- 
cepted, and it was 

Voted, 'That Mr. Peet be our Missionary. 

Voted, That the Standing Committee of the Coufer- 


_ ence report at their next annual meeting such alteration 


in the Constitution, as will enable this Society to hold its 
anniversary one week and one day earlier. 

The following officers were chosen for the ensuing 
year :— 

Rev. JOHN SANFORD, President. 

Rev. ENOCH PRATT, Vice President. 

Rev. ASAHEL COBB, Secretary. 

Rev. NATH’L COGSWELL, Treasurer. 

Adjourned. ASAHEL COBB, Sec’y. 


Thirteenth Annual Report of the Auxiliary Foreign 
Missionary Society of Barnstable County. 


No returns have been received from the Treasurer, and we 
are unable to say whether the contributions increase or di- 
minish. 

This Auxiliary made an effort the past year to obtain a Mis- 
sionary to the heathen. After the melancholy intelligence of 
the death of our beloved Munson, it was resolved to procure 
another person without delay to fill his place. At thesuggestion 


Q4 CONFERENCE OF GHURCHES. 


of Mr. Bardwell, agent from the parent Society, it was resolved 
to invite Mr. Ladd, then at the Theological Seminary, Andover. 
Mr. Ladd declined the invitation, saying that he was destined to, 
a different quarter. 

{n June last, the Society was informed that Mr. Clarendon F. 
Muzzy, then at Andover, was a suitable person and would 
accept this invitation. Application being made, he returned an 
affirmative answer. In his letter, accepting the invitation, he 


suid that he was to be stationed at Madura, among the Tamul - 


people in South India; a station somewhat difficult to be 
filled; and that he should probably be ready to sail near the end 
of November. 

That the object which we had in view might be accomplished 
to the satisfaction of all concerned, it was thought proper to 
address a letter to the Missionary Rooms, Boston, stating what 
we designed, and requesting, so far as it was necessary, that they 
should co-operate with us to carry it into effect. 

To this letter, Mr. Anderson, one of the Secretaries, replied, 
that the Prudential Committee did not object to our selection of 
Mr. Muzzy,—that he would sail about the first of December,— 


that he would visit the county of Barnstable at any time pre-- 


vious to that, when it should be mutually convenient; and that 
it would be better for a request of that kind to go from this 
Auxiliary to him than from the Missionary Rooms. A letter 
was then addressed to Mr. Muzzy, requesting him, with his 
companion, to visit all the Churches composing this Auxiliary. 
lie replied, that the proposition met his approbation; and that 
he would be with us on the first or second Sabbath of Novem- 
ber, and remain until the Board should eall him to Boston, to 
embark for Asia. But through a want of a proper arrangement 
of his affairs, and to the sore disappointment of this Auxiliary, 
he did nor fulfil his engagement. 

The first intelligence respecting him was received through 
the Boston papers ; that the Mission destined to Southern Asia 
would sail about the 20th of November. Some time after this, 
a letter was received from him, dated November 16th, in which 
he expressed his regret that he had not visited the Cape, and 
that he had disappointed us. He said that the Board required 
him to be in Boston on the 14th of November, and to sail on the 
21st; that until he arrived in Boston he supposed that the Sec- 
retary of the Board had informed us what was done; and that 


he hoped that no injury would be done to us, or to the cause, 
by the disapvointment. 
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